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The lives, struggles, and ideas of some of the world's greatest thinkers are covered in this

informative, entertaining volume. Representing the West are Democritus, Plato, and Aristotle; while

the Eastern philosophers covered include Confucius, Chuang-tzu, and Buddha.
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Grade 7 Upâ€“In a clear, engaging, and elegant style, Nardo profiles five men, explains their roles in

shaping the societies in which they lived, and discusses their lasting contributions to the

understanding of science and philosophy. A discussion of the differences between the early thinkers

of the East and the West and how they approached the major questions of nature and life

establishes the groundwork for subsequent discussions of the works of Democritus, Plato, Aristotle,

Buddha, and Confucius. End matter includes an appendix of original documents from the

philosophers profiled, extensive chapter notes, and a long list for further reading. Black-and-white

photographs, reproductions, and maps extend and enliven the presentation. This concise and

accessible book is a great resource for students of philosophy and ancient history.â€“Jennifer

Ralston, Harford County Public Library, Belcamp, MD Copyright Â© Reed Business Information, a

division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

"As with many Lucent series, this one uses primary-source material as much as possible and is



careful to include important contextual information...the text is substantial and interesting."  --

Booklist, Top 10 Biography Series for Youth (October 2001) (Booklist 20011015)"Brief but solid

biographies...The accounts focus on how the subjects broke down barriers and gained acceptance

for themselves and for the women who would follow them. Along with a list a books for further

reading, this feature provides an helpful starting point for readers wanting to find out more...A useful

addition to collective-biography collections."  -- School Library Journal (August 2002) (School

Library Journal 20020801)"Interesting details abound. The black-and-white photos and

primary-source documents...add interest and authenticity. A wealth of information is packed into

these biographical sketches."  -- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library Journal

20020701)"This title will be useful for reports and casual reading."  -- School Library Journal

(January 2002) (School Library Journal 20020101)"The book is well organized, and the numerous

black-and-white illustrations- of the...public figures and places - complement the text."  -- School

Library Journal (June 2001) (School Library Journal 20010601)"This well-organized and thoroughly

researched book begins with a brief but well-written forward and an even better introduction. An

attempt was also made to include a cross section of time periods, nations, and events. A winner."  --

School Library Journal (April 2001) (School Library Journal 20010401)"This publisher's excellent

titles for young adults promise lasting library usage and are highly recommended picks. All are fine,

lasting coverages which provide plenty of ideas for debate and study."  -- Children's Bookwatch

(December 2000) (Children's Bookwatch 20001201)"Each well-crafted entry includes both personal

and professional information that helps students understand the context in which each author wrote.

Quotes help to illustrate the personalities behind the printed pages. A wide variety of

black-and-white photographs complement the text. Chapter notes are included, as is an annotated

list for further reading, and a detailed index. This volume will be well used for...research papers and

will be a worthwhile introduction."  -- School Library Journal (November 2000) (School Library

Journal 20001101)" ..informative, enlightening, and entertaining overviews of individuals from a

variety of circumstances, professions, and backgrounds...Well written and organized, Ancient

Philosophers could quickly become a mainstay in the secondary classroom, and teachers who opt

to use it will take delight in discovering a book that their students will actually read and -- dare it be

said -- enjoy." -- World History Bulletin (November 2004) (Doody Enterprises 20041101)

this book can be read by the young reader and also the adult, so easy to read and understand, no

wonder it cost so much
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